Premier Has 
Slim Lead in 
Guyana Vote 

Prom News Dispatches • 

Georgetown, Guyana, 

Dec. 17 — Disputed votes by 
Guyanese living abroad ap- 
peared likely tonight to decide 
the winner in Guyana’s first 
general election since gaining 
its independence from Britain. 

Complete official returns 
from 26 of the 39 electoral dis- 
tricts showed Prime Minister 
Forbes Burnham leading 
Marxist Oheddi Jagan by only 
8700 votes. 

Burham’s People’s National 
Congress had 95,833 votes to 
87,080 for Jagan’s People’s 
Progressive Party. The United 
Force, led by Burnham’s for- 
mer coalition partner, Peter 
D’Aguair, had 12,069 votes and 
the Guyana United Muslims 
603. 

Seats in. the 53-member Na- 
tional Assembly are allotted in 
proportion to the total vote. 

An estimated 310,000 of Guy- 
ana’s 363,000 registered voters 
went to the polls yesterday. 
Counting the votes was not 
expected to be completed be- 
fore Thursday, and the out- 
come may not be known until 
the overseas votes are tallied. 

The overseas vote is ex- 
pected to favor Burnham. Guy- 
ana votes largely along racial 
lines. Burnham is a Negro, his 
People’s National Congress 
draws most of its support from 
Guyana’s Negroes, and the ap- 
proximately 66,000 registered 



Guyanese living in the United 
States, Britain and Canada are 
predominantly Negro. 

Jagan, an East Indian, ob- 
tains most of his support from 
Guyana’s Indian population, 
descendants of indentured 
workers brought to this South 
American country by its Brit- 
ish colonizers. About 31 per 
cent of Guyana’s population is 
Negro, with 51 per cent Indian 
and the rest native Indians, 
Portuguese and some Chinese. 

Burnham’s opposition ac- 
cused ‘him earlier this month 
of padding the list of overseas 
voters in his drive to obtain an 
absolute majority in Guyana’s 
one-chamber parliament. 

Both Jagan and D’Agair ac- 
cused the government today of 
faking ballots at home and 
abroad. Jagan claimed dead 
men were listed as voting in 
some districts. 

A- computer today predicted 
Burnham’s party will win 28 of 
the 53 seats in the National As- 
sembly. This would be five 
more than the party held in 
the last Assembly. 

The computer forecast that 
Jagan’s People’s Progressive 
Party would win 21 seats, the 
same number it formerly held, 
while the United Force would 
win three seats. In the last 
election, held in 1964 two years 
before Guyana gained its inde- 
pendence, the United Force 
won seven seats and became 
•the coalition partner of the 
People’s National Congress. 



